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You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 Timothy 2:1 
 
Paul now redirects his focus and attention on his “son” Timothy. He has been speaking of 
those who were faithless, Phygellus and Hermogenes of verse 1:15; and of Onesiphous who 
remained faithful as is recorded in verses 1:16-18. He is also referring to himself as noted in 
verses 1:11, 12. Now, in his redirect to Timothy, he says, “You therefore...” He is asking 
Timothy to consider what he has said, and to learn from it. 
 
In essence, “I know whom I have believed, and who will keep what I have committed until that 
Day. I know who has been unfaithful and who will suffer loss because of it. And, I know who 
has shown faithfulness to me during my own trials, and who has presented himself strong in 
the Lord. Understanding these things, my son, ‘be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.’” 
 
There is a well that one can draw from, and which will keep a believer strong and faithful. That 
well is “the grace that is in Christ Jesus.” As an external source, we can turn to 2 Corinthians 
12:9 and see how the Lord provides it to those who need it – 
 

“And He said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in 
weakness.’ Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me.” 

 
And as a well which is filled by that external source, and which can then be drawn on in times 
of need, we can turn first to Ephesians 6:10 – 
 

“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.” 
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The Lord provides the strength, but the believer must be willing to access that strength and 
apply it when needed. This is again seen in Philippians 4:13 – 
 

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 
 
That this external grace must be worked out by us is then clearly demonstrated by Paul’s 
words of 1 Corinthians 15:10 – 
 

“But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I 
labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with 
me.” 

 
Just as rain which falls from the sky rests on the good and bad (a form of grace), the grace of 
Christ is granted to those who have called on Him. But some will never make use of the rain 
and store it up for crops and the like. Others will, and they will thus have a well which to draw 
from. In like manner, the grace leads to labor for the wise. This is what Paul is saying to 
Timothy. 
 
Life application: You have been bestowed the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ – to apply it to 
your life, and to use it in good times and in bad. No evangelist, pastor, or missionary has 
received more or less than you, although it may have been received in a different way than 
you. The grace of Jesus Christ is open and available to all, to strengthen us and to allow us to 
then be strong in Him. Let each of us endeavor to use what is available to us now, so that in 
the ages to come, our rewards will stand as a testimony to our faithfulness in using that which 
we have been given. 
 
And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to 
faithful men who will be able to teach others also. 2 Timothy 2:2 
 
Paul just told Timothy to “be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.” Now, in order that this 
will continue on beyond Timothy, he gives the admonition of this verse. “And the things that 
you have heard,” are certainly all of the teachings that have come to Timothy’s ears 
throughout many travels, in numerous congregations, in private talks, and in open forums. 
Paul had been a faithful herald of God’s word to the people he encountered, and Timothy had 
been with him for a great amount of that time. He wanted Timothy to remember all of what 
had been entrusted to him. And these things were, as it says, “among many witnesses.” 
 
Paul had spoken before Jew and Gentile; in synagogue and home-church; in marketplaces and 
on ships; to the high and the low; to kings and to jailers. Whenever Timothy was with him, he 



 

 

was a witness as were these others. Paul implored him to remember these things, and to 
remember that they were spoken openly and to all. It is the gospel of salvation for all people, 
and for all circumstances. It was this precious message, and all the doctrine which 
accompanied it, which he now instructs Timothy by saying, “commit these to faithful men.” 
 
Timothy is asked to entrust these instructions not just to believers in general, but to faithful 
men. There are believers who are unfaithful. There are believers who are not competent in the 
ministry. There are believers who are otherwise morally unqualified because of lingering sin. 
And so on. These things may be taught to them for instruction, but not as a means of making 
them instructors. Paul is speaking specifically about furthering the church in a leadership 
capacity. And this is all the more evident with his final words of the verse, “who will be able to 
teach others.” 
 
Like being a plumber or an architect, teaching is a skill. It can be naturally acquired, or it can be 
cultivated over time by some. There are others who will never make good teachers. Paul is 
asking Timothy to be observant, and to be aware of those who would make good teachers. It is 
implied that he is then to be aware of those who would not make good teachers as well. The 
word of God is to be handled carefully, not sloppily or by those who are unqualified to teach it. 
This is the intent behind Paul’s words in this verse. 
 
Life application: Let us remember the admonition to Timothy in this verse. Churches are 
entitled to select their teachers and preachers, but they are not qualified as a whole to ordain 
them as such. Only proven leaders who already possess the necessary qualifications should be 
behind the ordination and training processes necessary to raise up qualified leaders in such 
matters. 
 
 


